immense stones the heat had in a manner calcined, so
that all the ornaments, columns, friezes, capitals, and
projectures of massy Portland stone flew off, even to the
very roof, where a sheet of lead covering a great space (no
less than six acres by measure) was totally melted; the
ruins of the vaulted roof falling broke into St. Faith's. .. .
Thus lay in ashes that most venerable Church, one of the
most ancient pieces of early piety in the Christian world,
besides near a hundred more. The lead, iron work, bells,
plate, etc., melted, the exquisitely wrought Mercer's
Chapel, the sumptuous Exchange, the august fabric of
Christ Church, all the rest of the Companies' Halls,
splendid buildings, arches, entries, all in dust.

EVELYN (from The Diary)

TO MY WORTHY FRIEND DR CHRISTOPHER
WREN, PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY IN
OXFORD. APRIL 25, 1668
SIR, As he said of old, Prudentia est qu&dam divinatio, so
Science (at the Height you are Master of it) is prophetic
too. What you whispered in my Ear at your last coming
hither, is now come to pass. Our Work at the West-end
of St. Paul's is fallen about our ears. Your quick Eye
discern'd the Walls and Pillars gone off from their Per-
pendiculars, and I believe other Defects too, which are
now expos'd to every common Observer.
About a Week since, we being at Work about the third
Pillar from the West-end on the South-side, which we
had new cased with Stone, where it was most defective,
almost up to the Chapitre, a great Weight falling from the
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